XII.
FKENCH PBOTESTANTISM.

A FEW weeks ago, one May morning, a multitude
of well-dressed and apparently well-to-do people
were coining out of an obscure chapel in Essex Street.
The little street was lined with carriages, and busy
men passing through the Strand turned hastily aside
to ask what was the matter. Is it a marriage ? Is it
a theatre ? were the most frequent questions. Those
who knew answered that M. Coquerel, the French
orator, had been preaching. The eloquent Huguenot
preaching the anniversary sermon, for the English
Unitarians was a subject of study for all students of
religious deyelopment. The special chapel in which
the sermon was preached had been built by the exer-
tions of a clergyman who seceded from the Church of
England in the end of the last century, but most
of the people present were lineally descended from
the old Puritans. The representatives of Calvin's
French and English disciples had met after the lapse
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